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Welcome to Cheltenham Literature Festival for Schools 2020. We hope you and your 
pupils enjoy our first ever digital schools programme – all free!
You can create your own festival week at school, or dip into your choice of events over the term – whatever 
works best for you. Please share the programme with your whole school community as this is the first year 
that children everywhere can access the festival.

Thank you so much for taking part.

Sarah Forbes (Education Manager)  
Loraine Evans (Family and Schools Programme Manager)

In this pack there are some fun ideas to help you Create Your Own Festival at school 

• Make Your Own Bunting to decorate your classroom, page 25
• Make Your Own Festival Hats, page 27
• Download the Beano comic and create a Beano character trail, page 29
• Run The Bookwanderers’ Book Quiz, page 29

Look out for the following next to each event...

CREATIVE CHALLENGES
Many of our authors have set a creative challenge as part of 
their event – look out for the yellow boxes. 

We would love to see your pupils’ writing or illustrations 
#CheltLitFestCreative

Notes for teachers
You and your pupils do not need to have read the book 
before watching the event – the key ideas and themes of the 
book or talk are summarised in these boxes, and we have 
included links to other classroom activities.

Donations
Although this year’s school’s programme is completely FREE, we 
ask if you would consider making a donation to secure the future of 
our charity so that we can continue to inspire and support the next 
generation of readers and writers. Suggested donation £150 – less than 
the cost of tickets for one class of children to visit the Festival. You can 
donate by contacting us at education@cheltenhamfestivals.com

If you would like to buy the books, please consider doing this through 
our Waterstones’ Festival Bookshop. 

Every purchase from cheltenhamliteraturefestival.com/waterstones 
supports our charity. 

How To View
Visit our virtual Festival site 
cheltenhamliteraturefestival.com  
and click on The Den.

Each day’s events will be 
uploaded on the website from 
8am and then available to 
watch until 31 December 2020. 
You don’t need to register to 
watch and all events in The 
Den are free to view.

The filmed events in The Den are on the Vimeo 
platform. You may need to ask your IT department 
to check that Vimeo isn’t blocked by your school’s 
firewall, and to unblock it temporarily if it is.

Share Your Festival
We’d love to share in your school’s Literature 
Festival. Post pictures on Twitter or Instagram using 
#CheltLitFestCreative using the Draw Along and 
Creative Challenge templates on pages 23 and 24

Many of our authors have set a Creative Challenge 
as part of their event. You could respond as a class 
during a lesson or set the challenge as a homework 
or an extension for your keen writers. If your pupils 
do respond, we would love to see their writing or 
illustrations. Please take pictures and tag us in on 
Twitter or Instagram @cheltfestivals using the 
hashtag #CheltLitFestCreative 

Don’t forget to tag the authors too – you might even 
get a response! 

mailto:education%40cheltenhamfestivals.com?subject=Donate
http://www.cheltenhamliteraturefestival.com/waterstones
http://www.cheltenhamliteraturefestival.com
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LD01

Draw Along: 

Alex T Smith
Claude
Age recommendation: 5+

Pencils and paper at the ready for a draw-along session 
with author and illustrator Alex T Smith (Claude at the 
Palace). Find out what happens in his latest book when 
Claude and Sir Bobblysock just happen to wander 
accidentally into the royal palace. Join in with the step-
by-step doggy draw along. Claude is a TV star on Disney 
Junior and ITV Be.

Use the Draw Along template on page 23

LD02

Maria Isabel  
Sanchez Vegara 
Little People Big Dreams
Age recommendation: 5+

Children love to read true stories about other children. Maria 
Isabel Sánchez Vegara is the author of the inspirational Little 
People, Big Dreams series which celebrates characters through 
history and how they came to achieve their childhood dreams. 
Hear the true stories of some of these amazing people, join in 
a game of Guess Who? and match fun facts with famous faces 
from some of the books.

CREATIVE CHALLENGE
Think about your own dreams for the future. Do you want 
to be a vet? An astronaut? A rock and roll star? Design your 
own Little People, Big Dreams book cover for a book about 
you and your dreams. 

See template on page 20

Notes for teachers
Maria Isabel Sánchez Vegara explains to an audience of 
‘little dreamers’ her reasons for writing the Little People 
Big Dreams series – so that children reading about other 
children doing great things will believe in themselves to 
achieve their dreams. The game of ‘Guess Who’ introduces 
children to some of the greatest writers, singers, 
artists, sports people, activists, scientists, explorers and 
adventurers from around the world, and children have the 
opportunity to explore their own dreams for the future 
with the creative challenge.

What’s On 
From MONDAY 5 OCTOBER
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LD03

Nizrana Farook  
The Girl Who Stole an 
Elephant
Age recommendation: 8+

Step into the lush landscapes of Serendib with author 
Nizrana Farook as she delves into an incredible world 
of jungles, jewels, wildlife and adventure. Introducing 
her debut novel, The Girl Who Stole an Elephant, join 
Nizrana on her own journey as a writer from notebook 
to published author.

LD04

Tom Palmer  
After the War
Age recommendation: 9+

Brave the weather with Tom Palmer as he tours the 
settings of his book, After the War. From the hills over 
Windermere and aboard a small boat on the lake, Tom 
explains how he researches a book by allowing you 
to enjoy one of England’s most beautiful landscapes, 
while hearing the story of three boys who survived the 
Holocaust, arriving in Cumbria to rebuild their lives 
following World War II.

CREATIVE CHALLENGE
Go somewhere outdoors or look out of the window. 
Pick out a living thing – a bird flying overhead, a fox 
slinking away, a dog being walked or even a snail 
crawling along a wall. Write a story from their point 
of view. Think about their position (are they up high 
or close to the ground?), what they are doing, and 
what they might be feeling. Think about the specific 
qualities of your animal – a dog will have a good 
sense of smell, a snail might be more interested in 
textures.

CREATIVE CHALLENGE
In Tom’s film, he shows us the airfield where 300 
Jewish refugees arrived after the war to start a new 
life in the Lake District. They came without any family, 
and many had never heard of the UK. They had no 
idea what it would be like or whether they would be 
welcomed. 

Imagine what it would be like to arrive in a country 
that you had never seen or heard of before. Write 
about a place you know well as if you are seeing it 
for the first time. Use the six questions What? When? 
Where? Why? Who? How? to develop your ideas.

Notes for teachers
The Girl Who Stole an Elephant is set in the beautiful landscapes of Sri Lanka. Pupils 
could explore the setting through art or look at the techniques used by the writer to give 
a sense of place. Chaya, the protagonist of the novel is strong, reckless and motivated by 
a strong sense of justice – she steals to give to the poor, so there are many opportunities 
to discuss decisions and consequences. You’ll find lots more ideas for the classroom on 
the publisher’s website nosycrow.com/resource/the-girl-who-stole-an-elephant-
discussion-notes-and-activities

Notes for teachers
After the War: From Auschwitz to Ambleside offers readers the opportunity to explore 
a historical novel based on real events and experiences. Compare the fictional 
account with some of the source material, consider research as part of the writing 
process and explore the Lake District of the post-war period through characters 
Yossi, Leo and Mordecai. You’ll find more classroom resources linked to After the War 
and other titles by Tom Palmer here tompalmer.co.uk/schools-librarians/literacy-
resources/

What’s On 
From MONDAY 5 OCTOBER

http://www.nosycrow.com/resource/the-girl-who-stole-an-elephant-discussion-notes-and-activities
http://www.nosycrow.com/resource/the-girl-who-stole-an-elephant-discussion-notes-and-activities
http://www.tompalmer.co.uk/schools-librarians/literacy-resources/
http://www.tompalmer.co.uk/schools-librarians/literacy-resources/
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LD05

Stories Aloud: 

Anna James
Pages & Co
Age recommendation: 8+

Imagine a magical book shop with doors to different 
worlds: if one day your favourite book character came 
out of their book to chat... if they invited you into their 
story... where would YOU end up? Settle down with 
author Anna James as she reveals the world of Pages & 
Co and reads from her latest book in the series Tilly and 
the Map of Stories.

Check out The Bookwanderers Book Quiz created 
especially for us by Anna James in The Den.

LD06

Katherine Rundell  
The Good Thieves
Age recommendation: 9+

Award-winning author Katherine Rundell whisks you 
away on an adventure that will take your imagination 
exploring the Amazon rainforest, racing the icy 
Russian steppes, climbing the rooftops of Paris and 
trapezing through 1920s New York City. Meet Vita, 
Silk, Arkady and Samuel – four children who will do 
anything to right a wrong – and become part of The 
Good Thieves troupe.

CREATIVE  
CHALLENGE
Read from The Book of Hopes (see below). Write 
your own 200-word story that kick-starts hope in 
the person reading it. It doesn’t need to be about 
hope, but it should leave the person reading it 
feeling, in Katherine Rundell’s words, ‘a little 
bolder, a little tougher, a little more ready to face 
the world.’ 

Notes for teachers
In this event, Katherine Rundell explores the importance of  setting through reference to her books The Explorer, Wolf Wilder, Rooftoppers and The 
Good Thieves, explaining that place becomes a character in her writing. She shows pictures of the travels and experiences that underpin the research 
for her books and shares fascinating facts about the animals that inhabit her writing, including the pink dolphins and piranha of the Amazon and a 
Welsh wolf! Katherine also discusses The Book of Hopes: Words and Pictures to Comfort, Inspire and Entertain Children in Lockdown, written by over 
100 of the best children’s authors and illustrators. You can read The Book of Hopes edited by Katherine Rundell for free on the National Literacy Trust 
website literacytrust.org.uk/family-zone/9-12/book-hopes/ and find a range of teaching resources to go with the book and support the recovery 
curriculum. 

What’s On 
From MONDAY 5 OCTOBER

http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/family-zone/9-12/book-hopes/
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LD13

Oliver Jeffers  
What We’ll Build
Age recommendation: 4+

Picture book maker Oliver Jeffers explores the power of 
storytelling through pictures as he introduces his brilliant 
new title What We’ll Build, an enchanting story of a father 
and daughter who set about laying the foundations for 
their life together, building memories to cherish, a home 
to keep them safe and love to keep them warm. See 
how Oliver works with words and pictures to create his 
bestselling books.

CREATIVE CHALLENGE
Think about the beginning, middle and end of 
stories. Take a piece of A4 paper and fold it in half. 
The front page is your beginning – introduce your 
character. You could draw and/or write. In the 
middle pages, give them a problem to solve. On the 
back page, resolve the problem – in a good way or 
a bad way! 

Notes for teachers
Oliver Jeffers explains what it means to be an author-illustrator and how picture books are made. He also talks about illustrating other people’s 
stories, referring to The Day the Crayons Quit, and discusses the basic structure of stories – beginning, middle and end. To illustrate this, he reads 
from Once Upon an Alphabet which is a collection of short stories for every letter. Children can look out for the beginning, middle and end of each 
story – this will help them with the creative challenge. Oliver also talks about writing non-fiction, reading Here We Are: Notes for Living on Planet 
Earth and finishes by reading from new book What We’ll Build: Plans for Our Together Future. 

You can find resources linked to Here We Are and the recovery curriculum by CLPE here clpe.org.uk/aboutus/news/clpes-recovery-curriculum-
primary-schools-teaching-notes-here-we-are-notes-planet-earth

What’s On 
From TUESDAY 6 OCTOBER

LD12

Draw Along: 

Dapo Adeola
Clean Up!
Age recommendation: 4+

Pencils and paper at the ready for a draw-along 
session with illustrator Dapo Adeola (Clean Up! and 
debut bestselling Waterstones Children’s Book Prize 
winner Look Up!). Find out what happens when 
Rocket sets off on a mission to save a Caribbean 
island from plastic pollution and join in with the 
step-by-step sea-life draw along.

Use the Draw Along template on page 23

http://www.clpe.org.uk/aboutus/news/clpes-recovery-curriculum-primary-schools-teaching-notes-here-we-are-notes-
http://www.clpe.org.uk/aboutus/news/clpes-recovery-curriculum-primary-schools-teaching-notes-here-we-are-notes-
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What’s On 
From TUESDAY 6 OCTOBER

LD14

Laura Ellen Anderson 
Amelia Fang
Age recommendation: 7+

Hop along to a TOAD-ally terrific event with best-selling 
author and illustrator Laura Ellen Anderson. Find out 
all about Laura’s inspiration for the Amelia Fang series, 
learn how to draw the book covers and listen to a 
FANG-tastic reading from the new book, Amelia Fang 
and the Trouble with Toads. Includes live illustration and 
a chance for you to draw along.

CREATIVE CHALLENGE
Design a book cover for a new title and character 
with Laura. You could write the story to go with it! 

Use the Creative Challenge template on pages 21–22

Notes for teachers
Laura Ellen Anderson discusses the authors, 
illustrators and animators who have inspired 
her, and shows how illustrations contribute to 
storytelling. She gives children advice on how 
to develop their artistic skills by copying existing 
characters and shows them how to draw Squashy 
the Pumpkin from the Amelia Fang books. Laura 
explains how to create distinctive characters (a tin 
can and a piece of string might be useful props at 
this point!) and takes your class through the steps 
of designing a title, character and book cover. 

LD15

Stories Aloud: 

Lauren Child
Pippi Longstocking

Age recommendation: 5+

Paying tribute to the strongest girl 
in the world, author and illustrator 
Lauren Child celebrates 75 years of 
Pippi Longstocking with a glorious 
new, lavishly illustrated edition of Pippi 
Longstocking Goes Aboard. Find out 
why Pippi was Lauren’s childhood hero 
and enjoy a reading with award-winning 
storyteller Danyah Miller.
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What’s On 
From TUESDAY 6 OCTOBER

LW01

CPD for primary teachers: Poetry Matters!  
Developing a love of poetry in the classroom
Tuesday 6 October, 5–6pm 
Live webinar event 
Hosted by Charlotte Hacking

Drawing from the findings of CLPE’s Poetry in Primary: What We Know Works booklet, this workshop will explore how a focus on poetry in the classroom 
can increase children’s motivation to read, write and perform. Through a range of interactive activities, we will investigate how well-chosen poetry and 
thoughtfully planned activities can increase children’s comprehension of language and engage children in deeper response in reading, as well as how 
poems can be used to develop children’s own use of language; inspiring them to write creatively and independently. Participants will be introduced to a 
wide range of poetry with ideas that can easily be transferred to the classroom, with groups of readers and writers in libraries or other reading groups.

Places are limited to 100 – register here cheltenhamfestivals.wufoo.com/forms/xdgbhig0qwg7kr/ to book your place.

http://www.cheltenhamfestivals.wufoo.com/forms/xdgbhig0qwg7kr/
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LD17

Jennifer Bell and 
Alice Lickens 
Agents of the Wild
Age recommendation: 6+

Are you an animal lover? Are you interested 
in joining the most amazing wildlife rescue 
agency in the world?! Then it’s time to join 
SPEARS: the Society for the Protection of 
Endangered and Awesomely Rare Species. 
Join author Jennifer Bell and illustrator Alice 
Lickens (Agents of the Wild) for an event 
packed full of incredible facts about the 
wildlife we share our planet with, and even an 
interactive game! Can you help us save animals 
in need? Are you up to the challenge?

CREATIVE 
CHALLENGE
Create a poster to educate people about 
deforestation and what you can do to stop 
it happening in the Atlantic Rainforest.  

Attie’s top tips: Make it bright, bold 
and colourful. Include drawings of the 
characters from the book. Research 
what deforestation means and add in 
some important facts about the Atlantic 
Rainforest.  

Notes for teachers
This event is full of links to enquiry work on wildlife, ecology and conservation. There are opportunities for children to collaborate – take part in the 
quiz and work together as a class to agree on the right answers! You’ll find more ideas for the classroom here jennifer-bell-author.com/teaching-
resources

What’s On 
From WEDNESDAY 7 OCTOBER

LD16 

Draw Along: 

The Brothers McLeod
Knight Sir Louis
Age recommendation: 6+

Pencils and paper at the ready for a comic draw-along 
session with BAFTA award-winning duo The Brothers 
McLeod. Find out what happens when the bravest knight 
at King Burt’s court is sent to do battle with the Damsel of 
Distresse and learn how to create characters, sketch out a 
storyboard and join in with a step-by-step Knight Sir Louis 
draw along.

Use the Draw Along template on page 23

http://www.jennifer-bell-author.com/teaching-resources
http://www.jennifer-bell-author.com/teaching-resources
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Notes for teachers
Dare to be You ties in with the recovery curriculum, and there is a whole unit of resources available online to support young people in the return to 
school following lockdown, encouraging them to be ‘makers of their own change’ and to understand how difference is an asset. Hachette Children’s 
Group are offering a 50% discount on class sets of Dare to be You. 

For more details on this offer go to hachetteschools.co.uk/landing-page/hachette-schools/pixl-change-makers-resources-for-teachers/ and 
for teachers’ guidance and resources, visit hachette.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Teacher-Guidance.pdf 

What’s On 
From WEDNESDAY 7 OCTOBER

CREATIVE CHALLENGE
Kid Doubt is the voice inside your head that makes you feel 
overwhelmed, anxious, unsure of yourself, or that you don’t quite fit 
in. Everyone has a Kid Doubt and every Kid Doubt looks and sounds 
different. But all Kid Doubts have one thing in common – they are 
trying to hold us back. What sort of things does your Kid Doubt say 
to you? Take a blank sheet of paper and draw your Kid Doubt on one 
side and yourself on the other. Underneath Kid Doubt draw some 
thought bubbles and write down some of the things that make you 
feel unsure or worried. Now imagine that Kid Doubt is nowhere to be 
seen and underneath the drawing of you write down all the things 
that make you awesome and different.

LD18

Matthew Syed 
Dare to be You!
Age recommendation: 9+ 
Event recorded in front of a live audience at The Times and  
The Sunday Times Cheltenham Literature Festival

Matthew Syed, the #1 bestselling, award-winning author of You Are 
Awesome, discusses his much-anticipated follow-up Dare To Be You and 
shows you just how brilliant it is to be different! Learn to be more confident, 
overcome Kid Doubt, and follow your own path. Because when you stop 
doubting yourself, start embracing change and let your kindness loose, you 
can be your own hero.

http://www.hachetteschools.co.uk/landing-page/hachette-schools/pixl-change-makers-resources-for-teachers/
http://www.hachette.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Teacher-Guidance.pdf
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What’s On 
From WEDNESDAY 7 OCTOBER

LD20 

Stories Aloud: 

Humza Arshad
Little Badman
Age recommendation: 8+

Comedian and writer Humza Arshad 
introduces his second hilarious action-
packed adventure book Little Badman and 
the Time-travelling Teacher of Doom, co-
written with Henry White. Full of mischief, 
adventure, evil teachers and killer robots; be 
swept into Humza’s world as he reads aloud 
from this brand-new story. Don’t forget to 
bring a pen and paper for the draw along with 
Little Badman illustrator, Aleksei Bitskoff.

Use the Draw Along template on page 23

LD19

Jack Noel 
What the Dickens!
Age recommendation: 8+

In his new hilariously funny Comic Classics series, Jack 
takes an edited version of a classic book and fills the 
pages with illustrations to create the perfect introduction 
for a young audience. With lots of live drawing, Jack will 
introduce readers to Great Expectations, demonstrate 
how to design characters and draw comics so readers 
can start their very own books!

CREATIVE CHALLENGE
From story to comic strip. Jack explains how 75 
pages of a Charles Dickens story was condensed into 
just 2 pages of comic strips. Make a comic strip of a 
story you know and love. It could be from a book, a 
film, a computer game or a song. Aim for around 6 
panels. Use drawings, speech balloons and sound 
effects to retell your story. 

Notes for teachers
The Comic Classics series opened with Great 
Expectations and Treasure Island is coming soon. 
The lively cartoons support children in making 
sense of the original text and will increase their 
confidence in reading pre-20th century literature, 
as well as encouraging understanding of the role of 
illustration in storytelling.
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What’s On 
From THURSDAY 8 OCTOBER

LD21 

Draw Along: 

Katz Cowley
Characters and Creatures
Age recommendation: 4+

Pencils and paper at the ready! Illustrator Katz Cowley (The 
Wonky Donkey) invites us into her world of drawing magic 
and gives us a sneak peek at sketches for her new book The 
Grinny Granny Donkey. Find out what happens when you 
take your pencil for a walk across the page and transform a 
scribble into a character.

Use the Draw Along template on page 23

LD22

Rob Biddulph 
Dog Gone
Age recommendation: 4+ 
Event recorded in front of a live audience at The Times and 
The Sunday Times Cheltenham Literature Festival

World record breaking illustrator and draw along genius Rob 
Biddulph introduces his new picture book Dog Gone, talks 
about his hugely successful #drawwithrob videos that kept us 
all entertained in lockdown and of course shows you how to 
create some more of his characters. Pens and paper required!

Notes for teachers
Rob Biddulph is a hugely popular, prize-winning author and illustrator and is the official World Book Day illustrator for 2019/20 and 21. His picture 
books include Blown Away, Odd Dog Out and Show and Tell. As well as working on his own stories he also illustrates for other authors including 
Michael Bond (Paddington), Philip Ardagh and Jenny Pearson.

In March 2020 he started #DrawWithRob, a series of twice weekly draw-along videos designed to help parents whose children were at home due to 
the pandemic. The videos have been viewed millions of times and Rob broke the Guinness World Record for the largest ever online art class.

You can find all those draw-along videos here for free: robbiddulph.com/draw-with-rob 

CREATIVE CHALLENGE
In the book Dog Gone, Teddy the dog loses his human.  

Draw a picture of your pet or a pet you would like to have. 
Talk with your class about how it would feel to be lost and 
how it would feel to find your family again.  

Name your pet and think of another word which rhymes 
with their name.

Spot the Rhyme! The book Dog Gone is a written in rhyming 
text. Using Dog Gone or another rhyming picture book share 
the book with your class and ask the children to put up their 
hands when they think they hear a pair of rhyming words.

Use the Draw Along template on page 23

http://www.robbiddulph.com/draw-with-rob
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What’s On 
From THURSDAY 8 OCTOBER

LD24

M G Leonard and  
Sam Sedgman  
Adventures on Trains
Age recommendation: 9+ 
Event recorded in front of a live audience at The Times and 
The Sunday Times Cheltenham Literature Festival

All aboard for Adventures on Trains with authors M. G. Leonard 
and Sam Sedgman as they share their love of steam engines, 
talk about how to construct a mystery, and explain why they 
chose a detective who loves drawing as the hero of their books. 
Hear about their inspiration for the first two books in the series 
(The Highland Falcon Thief and Kidnap on the California Comet) 
and follow eleven-year-old Harrison Beck as he is plunged into 
puzzling mysteries on amazing railways across the globe.  
Enjoy the ride!

Notes for teachers
Adventures on Trains follows Harrison Beck as he accompanies his travel-writer 
Uncle Nat on journeys that result in mystery and adventure. 

Pupils could explore the travel writing genre and write about journeys they have 
experienced. You’ll find more activities for the classroom here  
adventuresontrains.com/activities 

LD25 

Stories Aloud: 

Simon 
Farnaby
The Wizard in  
My Shed
Age recommendation: 8+

Settle down for story time with actor, 
film writer and author Simon Farnaby 
(Paddington and Horrible Histories) 
reading from his new book The Wizard 
in the Shed. Meet Merdyn the Wild (the 
world’s greatest Warlock), his new 21st 
century friend Rose (a totally ordinary 
girl), her guinea pig Bubbles (who poos 
a lot!) and a cast of hilarious characters.

CREATIVE CHALLENGE
The first two books in the series have very different settings. 
Choose where you would like to set your own Adventures 
on Trains book. 

After you’ve chosen your setting, think about what kind of 
landscape the train will go through. What kind of scenery, 
animals, buildings and weather would you see from the 
train? What kind of train would it be? Decide on a name for 
the train. 

Next think about what kind of crime or mystery will take 
place on your train.

Now write the title for your adventure, design the cover and 
write your opening paragraph.

http://www.adventuresontrains.com/activities
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What’s On 
From FRIDAY 9 OCTOBER

LD26 

Draw Along: 

Sophy Henn
Pizazz
Age recommendation: 7+

Pencils and paper at the ready for a draw-
along session with author and illustrator 
Sophy Henn. Meet her latest character 
Pizazz, a real-life superhero (like, actually, 
with powers and stuff) and join in with the 
step-by-step super draw along.

Use the Draw Along template on page 23

LD27

Joseph Coelho  
Poems Aloud
Age recommendation: 5+

Roar along with the traffic, croak like a frog, shuffle 
slowly with a bear and explode with excitement as 
author and poet Joseph Coelho performs from his 
latest book Poems Aloud. Find out how Joseph comes 
up with ideas and join in as he shows that the way you 
read a poem makes all the difference!

CREATIVE CHALLENGE
Write a poem that will be read very slowly – like 
Joe’s poem This Bear. What theme will you choose? 
Could it be a poem about a snail, sliming along 
the garden path? Could it be a slow poem about a 
turtle, or a car running out of fuel, or a train going 
uphill? Or could it be about you, very slowly falling 
asleep?

Notes for teachers
Joe reads from his new book Poems Aloud, 
which is full of poems written with a performance 
style in mind. There are lots of opportunities to 
join in with repeated lines and take part in call 
and response. He demonstrates variations in 
pace, volume and emotion, introducing children 
to terms such as rhythm and crescendo as he 
performs the poems. For younger children, 
the creative challenge poem could be written 
collaboratively as a class. 

You can find more poems by Joe here 
thepoetryofjosephcoelho.com

http://www.thepoetryofjosephcoelho.com
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What’s On 
From FRIDAY 9 OCTOBER

LD28

Matt Goodfellow  
Bright Bursts of Colour
Age recommendation: 8+

What if cats had flavoured fur or if you swallowed the sun?  
What if you were a special kind of badger? What is poetry and 
why is it different? Get poetic with Matt Goodfellow as he 
shows us that poems can be about everything, from the tragedy 
of too-tight swimming goggles, to lost friendships, to dogs with 
human names! Matt performs from his new collection Bright 
Bursts of Colour and inspires you to write your own poem, in 
your voice, about your life!

Notes for teachers
This event is full of energetic performance from Bright Bursts of Colour.  
Matt encourages children to write in their own voices without worrying about rules! Matt’s top tips for writing are:

1. Keep a notebook

2. Read, read, read

3. Write in your voice, about your life

During the event, there are opportunities to join in, and afterwards, children could try performing one of Matt’s poems or one of their own.  
They could have a go at memorising a poem and see what difference this makes to their performance.

LD29 

Stories Aloud: 

Jasbinder 
Bilan
Tamarind & the Star 
of Ishta
Age recommendation: 9+

Costa Book Award winning author 
Jasbinder Bilan whisks us away to the 
Himalayan mountains for a thrilling 
adventure filled with magic, mystery 
and a friendly monkey as she reads 
from her latest book Tamarind & the 
Star of Ishta.

CREATIVE CHALLENGE
Write a poem with a repeating line, like in the poems 
Goggles, Stress and What a Day. Your repeating line can be 
anything you like – have a walk around, maybe go outside 
and see what ideas come into your mind. It could be funny, 
sad, thoughtful, angry – it doesn’t matter, as long as it’s in 
your words, and about your life!
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What’s On 
FRIDAY 9 OCTOBER, 2–2.35pm

LD30

CLiPPA Poetry 
Award Show LIVE
Age recommendation: 6+

Come along to the children’s poetry event 
of the year where the CLiPPA (Centre for 
Literacy in Primary Poetry Award) winner 
is revealed. Hear five poets perform from 
all the shortlisted collections, watch 
author and illustrator Chris Riddell draw 
along and find out who has won the 2020 
award, live! There will be news about 
how your school can be involved in the 
shadowing scheme too.

Please note, to watch the live event, you 
need to be tuned into The Den at 2.00pm 
on Friday 9 October. The recorded event 
will be available after the festival until 31 
December 2020.

Supported by

Notes for teachers

CLPE CLiPPA Schools Shadowing Scheme

To promote the teaching of poetry in schools CLPE (Centre for Literacy in Primary Education) run a Schools Shadowing Scheme alongside the 
CLiPPA. They produce free teaching resources and videos to support the teaching of poetry over a 3-week period. 

What is the CLiPPA Shadowing Scheme? 

• You can shadow the CLiPPA as a single class or group or as a whole school.

• Just take one of the shortlisted collections and share with the children using CLPE’s dedicated teaching sequences. 

• Allow individuals or groups of children to choose a favourite poem from a shortlisted collection and work this up as a performance.  
The teaching notes will give you the opportunity to do this. 

• Video the performances, reflect on these together and pick the best ones to send to the judging panel at CLPE.

• The judging panel will watch all the video entries and select a winner to represent each shortlisted book.

A shadowing winner will be chosen for each shortlisted collection, as well as one overall winner. Shadowing Scheme Winners will receive a School 
Poetry Pack including an exclusive signed illustration from Chris Riddell and goodies from the shortlist.

Register your interest.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf_3eU1NHxd63VxM1VzHnhP0v0r5PJ-ym0sPiyCiGoPjlHOrg/viewform
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What’s On 
From WEDNESDAY 14 OCTOBER

LD33

Carrie Hope Fletcher  
Into the Spotlight
Age recommendation: 9+ 
Event recorded in front of a live audience at The Times and The 
Sunday Times Cheltenham Literature Festival

Actress and author Carrie Hope Fletcher makes her children’s 
debut Into The Spotlight, inspired by Noel Streatfield’s Ballet Shoes 
published 125 years ago and endorsed by her estate. Carrie talks 
with author Anna James (Pages & Co) about the original feel good 
novel, making dreams come true, keeping the original magic 
but adding a modern twist and the similarities between writing 
and performing before heading back to rehearsals for her role as 
Cinderella in the West End.

CREATIVE CHALLENGE
Carrie’s book Into the Spotlight is about aspiring to be anything 
you want to be. Write a letter to your adult self, describing what 
your hopes and dreams are for the future. 

Notes for teachers
This event could be a starting point for pupils to look back at a classic author 
and discover the books of Noel Streatfield. There are opportunities for 
comparison with Into the Spotlight, considering how times have changed as 
portrayed by the characterisation and settings of the novels.

LD34

Anthony Horowitz  
Alex Rider
Age recommendation: 10+

The world’s greatest teenage spy is back in the twelfth thrilling 
instalment in the Alex Rider series. After the death of Scorpia, Alex 
sets off to Gibraltar and enters a battle against a new criminal 
organization Nightshade. International bestselling author Anthony 
Horowitz, one of the country’s most prolific and versatile writers, 
talks about the inspirations and passions behind his action, 
adrenaline, adventure filled series (now a hit show on Amazon 
Prime) with Julia Wheeler.

Notes for teachers
This event is being filmed live at the Literature Festival. Alex Rider is a series of 
novels about a teenage spy. There are now 13 novels in the series as well as 
graphic novels and short stories, and there is an Alex Rider film as well as the 
2020 tv series. You can find lots more activities for the classroom on the Alex 
Rider website alexrider.com

CREATIVE CHALLENGE
Read this extract from Stormbreaker:  
‘He rolled out of bed and walked over to the open window, his 
bare feet pressing down the carpet pile. The moonlight spilled 
on to his chest and shoulders. Alex was fourteen, already 
well built, with the body of an athlete. His hair, cut short apart 
from two thick strands hanging over his forehead, was fair. His 
eyes were brown and serious. For a moment he stood silently, 
half-hidden in the shadow, looking out. There was a police car 
parked outside. From his second-floor window Alex could see 
the black ID number on the roof and the caps of the two men 
who were standing in front of the door. The porch light went 
on and, at the same time, the door opened.’

Write the next paragraph of the story. Why are the police at the 
door? What happens next?

Reproduced from Stormbreaker (Walker Books) ©Anthony Horowitz 2000

http://www.alexrider.com
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Share with us at #CheltLitFestCreative
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Share with us at 
#CheltLitFestCreative

DRAW-ALONG
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Share with us at 
#CheltLitFestCreative

CREATIVE 
CHALLENGE
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HOW TO...
Make Festival Bunting – design and instructions by Debbie Kersley

You will need:
– 3 sheets of A4 card – whatever colours you have (white is also great for decorating!).  

This will make 6 triangles – you can make more or less than 6 if you prefer!
– String or ribbon
– Tape or stapler
– Scissors
– Ruler or anything with a straight edge
– Anything else you have for colouring / sticking / decorating / collaging
– Imagination!

Instructions:

1. Fold the A4 card in half.
 Unfold and cut along the line to make 2 A5 pieces.

 

2. Measure to the middle of the short edge and put a dot there. You can find the middle without a ruler by 
almost folding it in half and then just pinch it at the edge.

  

3. Draw lines from the middle to the 2 top corners. Cut out the triangle. Save the cuttings for later!
 Draw round the first triangle to make all the others.

 

4. Fold the top of the triangles over approx. 1 cm.
 Trim the tiny triangle edges off. Keep the cuttings for later.

 continued 
on the  

next page
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HOW TO...
Make Festival Bunting – design and instructions by Debbie Kersley

5. Lay out your triangles in a long row and put the string along the top – use a REALLY long piece, you can 
cut it shorter later.

 

6. Fold the top of each triangle over the string and add tape or staple. You can move your triangles along 
the string until they look right and then tape or staple into a fixed position.

 

7. Decorate! 
• Add stickers, patterns, hand and footprints, letters 
• You can chop up the bits of card that you cut off earlier
• Use textured paper, magazines, silver foil, sweet wrappers, buttons – anything you fancy
• Write your name with a letter on each triangle
• Hole-punch shapes into your triangles or snip zig zags along the edges

• Scribble or paint over masking tape strips – peel off the strips and check out the cool lines

Experiment and make it your own individual style…

8. Ready to display with pride!
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HOW TO...
Make Festival Hats – design and instructions by Debbie Kersley

You will need:
– Stapler 
– Tape
– Large paper plate or a big circle of thick card
– Coloured paper or tissue circles for flowers – you could cut coloured paper from magazines
– Straws or sticks
– Anything else you have for colouring / sticking / decorating
– Long strip of coloured paper, crepe, tissue, ribbon, wool to wrap around the hat – use whatever 

you have at school or at home – you could cut strips from a magazine and join them together
– Thick paper or card – two A4 sheets or two A3 sheets (this will make an extra tall hat)  

or a roll of thick wallpaper (patterned looks great!)

Instructions:

1. Make a long sheet of thick paper or card approx. 60 cm long

 

 Tape two A4 sheets together along the short edges  
or tape two A3 sheets together along the long edges

 or cut your wallpaper to approx. 60 cm x 30 cm (or higher if you want an extra tall hat!)

2. Fold approx. 2 cm along the bottom.

 

3. Make small cuts all the way along the folded edge approx. 4 cm apart.

 

4. Measure round your head and ask an adult to staple it to the right size. Tape over the staples. If you are 
only using glue, you will need to hold it in place until the glue dries.

 
continued 

on the  
next page
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HOW TO...
Make Festival Hats – design and instructions by Debbie Kersley

5. Cut a paper plate or large card circle to make the hat rim.

 

6. Staple your hat rim onto the tabs – not too tight, so that the hat will fit you. Tape over the staples.
 There might be a gap in the rim – you can cover that over later with a flower.

 

 If you are only using glue, you will need to hold it in place until the glue dries. You can cut the tabs 
slightly longer to make this a bit easier.

7. Decorate! 
 Add flowers, ribbon, patterns and anything else you fancy.

 

Experiment and make it your own individual style…

8. Wear with pride! 
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Cheltenham Festivals Year-round

Cheltenham Literature Festival delivers the following programmes  
as part of our year-round education offer.

Reading Teachers = Reading Pupils is a network of book groups for key stage 2 and key 
stage 3 teachers which provides the ideas and inspiration to ignite children’s reading 
for pleasure. Now in nine regions of the country in partnership with Bradford Literature 
Festival, Centre for Literacy in Primary Education (CLPE), KEAP (The Writers’ Block), 
National Literacy Trust, Just Imagine, Peters, Seven Stories The National Centre for 
Children’s Books and The Reader.

Words That Burn is a national human rights poetry project developed in partnership with 
Amnesty International which enables young people to discover that their words really do 
make a difference.

Beyond Words is the creative writing programme for young people in Gloucestershire 
Hospital Education Service which gives young people a voice at a challenging time in their 
lives. This year, Beyond Words has joined forces with Bupa Foundation, Mind and National 
Literacy Trust for World Mental Health Day. 

Join in here bupafoundation.org/beyond-words 

Write Now is a is a unique talent development programme for 16–18 year olds that aims 
to nurture young people’s creative writing abilities through mentoring and performance 
opportunities.

For further information on any of our programmes, visit cheltenhamfestivals.com/
education/take-part

Or contact education@cheltenhamfestivals.com

http://www.bupafoundation.org/beyond-words
http://www.cheltenhamfestivals.com/education/take-part
http://www.cheltenhamfestivals.com/education/take-part
mailto:education%40cheltenhamfestivals.com?subject=Take-part

