
SECONDARY SCHOOLS

5–14 October 2018
Book online:
cheltenhamfestivals.com/
literatureforschools
#cheltlitfest
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10–11am 11am–12pm 12–1pm 1–2pm 2–3pm 4.30–6pm

FRIDAY 5 OCTOBER

The Forum
LP04 Anthony 
Horowitz

The Hive

LS01 Workshop 
Poetry & 
Performance 
With Malaika 
Kegode

LS02 Young 
Writers’ 
Showcase

Covered picnic area Lunch 

MONDAY 8 OCTOBER

The Inkpot
LS04 Sarah 
Crossan And 
Brian Conaghan

The Hive

LS03 Workshop 
How To Write 
Comedy With 
Miranda Walker

LS05 Workshop 
How To Write A 
News Story

Covered lunch space Lunch 

WEDNESDAY 10 OCTOBER

The Sunday Times 
Garden Theatre

LP23 Mitch 
Johnson

The Inkpot

LS06 
Frankenstein: 
The Monster 
of All Monster 
Books?

LS08 Alex 
Wheatle

The Nook

LS07 Workshop 
How To Write 
Convincing 
Characters With 
Alex Wheatle

LS09 Workshop 
Creative Writing 
With Paula 
Rawsthorne

LP38 CPD: 
Developing 
Creative Writing

Covered lunch space Lunch 

FRIDAY 12 OCTOBER

The Sunday Times 
Garden Theatre

LP35 Elizabeth 
Laird

The Inkpot
LP33 Kate 
Wakeling

The Nook

LS10 Workshop 
How To Write 
For Digital 
Media

LS11 Workshop 
Writing The 
Wild With Lucy 
Christopher

LS12 How to 
Write Well

Covered lunch space Lunch 

 KEY STAGE 3     KEY STAGE 3/4     KEY STAGE 4     KEY STAGE 4/5     KEY STAGE 5    
 MEET THE AUTHOR    TEACHERS

PLANNER
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How to book
For information on how to book tickets 
see the FAQs on the back cover.

Overview of prices
Events  £5.50 per pupil

Workshops £6.50 per pupil

Showcase and 
Frankenstein 
panel event   £2.00 per pupil 

Tickets for teachers and other adults 
accompanying school groups are free.

A £5 booking fee will be added to the total 
cost of your booking.

Look out for this icon! In response 
to feedback we have included the 
retail price of books featured in the 
programme to make it easier for pupils 
who would like to buy copies and 
have them signed by the author at the 
Waterstones book tent.

Welcome to the 2018 
Cheltenham Literature Festival

We’re celebrating the written word 
in all its forms at The Times and The 
Sunday Times Cheltenham Literature 
Festival 2018. Inspire your students 
by bringing them face-to-face with 
practising writers, poets and industry 
professionals.

We’re excited to welcome a host of 
authors, including Anthony Horowitz, 
Sarah Crossan and Alex Wheatle. 
In our workshops, writers reveal the 
secrets of their writing processes; 
students will develop their writing skills 
and gain insight into digital publishing 
through an exclusive industry event.

Our Young Writers Showcase 
celebrates the creative talents of local 
students. To mark 200 years of Mary 
Shelley’s Frankenstein, we’re holding 
a Monster of all Monsters panel 
discussion. Come and hear students 
from local schools battling it out to 
declare the winning novel.

For the fi rst time, we’re off ering a CPD 
for Secondary English specialists. 
Unlock your creativity and take back 
some practical ideas to use in the 
classroom with the National Writing 
Project. 

Finally, encourage your students to get 
involved with the Literature Festival 
public programme revealed in August 
at cheltenhamfestivals.com/literature

See you in October!

Sarah Forbes
Education Manager

Loraine Evans
Children and Young People’s 
Programme Manager

With thanks to the following 
publishers for their continued 
support:

Barrington Stoke, Bloomsbury, Burning 
Eye, Chicken House, Connell Guides, Faber 
and Faber, Little Brown, The Emma Press, 
Macmillan Children's Books, Scholastic, 
Usborne Publishing and Walker Books.

WELCOME



Waterstones 
Children’s Bookshop
Drop in to the Waterstones Children’s Bookshop 
to browse the bookshelves, meet authors, get 
your books signed and take pictures for your 
school website.

Dancing Through 
the Rain
The Huddle

Come along to an exhibition of poetry and 
photography from students participating in 
Beyond Words, a Cheltenham Festivals outreach 
programme. Students are from Gloucestershire 
Hospital Education Service and the University of 
Gloucestershire.
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The Chatterbox
Daily 10am–4pm

Pop in and make your very own origami 
chatterbox, hang a leaf on our Tree of Hopes and 
Dreams and have fun coming up with answers 
and ideas to our curious questions. No need to 
book – just bring your imagination!

Look out for our free activities on site. There is no need to book – 
just come along! Check our website cheltenhamfestivals.com/
literature for more information. FREE

Beano Comic Trail
Take part in our Comic Trail celebrating 80 years 
of the Beano comic. You can join in at a time to 
suit you during your visit. No need to book just 
pick up a trail sheet and follow the trail through 
The Wild Woods.

More information to follow in September at 
cheltenhamfestivals.com/literature

A Beano Studios Product. 
© D.C. Thomson & Co., Ltd 2018.

FREE ACTIVITIES
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11.15am–12.15pm      LP04

Anthony Horowitz
The Forum
KS3  YR 7  
£5.50 per pupil

The world’s greatest teenage spy is back. Can Alex 
Rider fi ght the past – even when it holds a deadly 
secret? Anthony Horowitz, one of the country’s 
most prolifi c and versatile writers, talks about the 
inspirations and passions behind his phenomenally 
successful Alex Rider series with author Steve Cole 
(Young Bond).

anthonyhorowitz.com

  Buy the book: £7.99

11.45am–12.45pm      LS01

Workshop 
Poetry And 
Performance With 
Malaika Kegode
The Hive
KS3 / KS4  YRS 9–11  
£6.50 per pupil

Malaika Kegode is always on the lookout for stories to 
tell. Come and work with our Young Writers’ Showcase 
host, poet and founder of critically acclaimed 
spoken word night Milk, and transform your stories 
into poems. Then lift them off  the page through 
performance in this interactive workshop.

@MalaikaFKegode @MilkPoetry

2–3pm      LS02

Young Writers’ 
Showcase
The Hive
KS3 / KS4 / KS5  YRS 7–13 
£2.00 per pupil / per person

Poet and founder of critically-acclaimed spoken 
word night Milk, Malaika Kegode hosts this 
celebratory event which showcases talent unlocked 
through Cheltenham Festivals’ year-round outreach 
programmes: Beyond Words (Gloucestershire Hospital 
Education Service), First Story (Severn Vale School) and 
students writing for Amnesty’s Words that Burn. Come 
and experience the best of our young writers.

FRIDAY 5 OCTOBER
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11.45am–12.45pm      LS03

Workshop 
How To Write Comedy 
With Miranda Walker  
The Hive
KS3  YRS 7–9  
£6.50 per pupil

In this lively session, industry professional Miranda 
Walker (The Now Show & The News Quiz, BBC Radio 
4, Diddy TV, CBBC) passes on comedy writing tricks, 
tools and techniques. Learn to write gags, dialogue 
and sketches while you fi nd your inner comic voice 
and let it out to play!

@Miranda_W

1.30–2.30pm      LS05

Workshop 
How To Write 
A News Story  
The Hive
KS3  YRS 7–9  
£6.50 per pupil

What does it take to be a news reporter and what 
does the job actually involve? Come and fi nd out 
with David Sanderson, Arts Correspondent for The 
Times. Follow the process from scoop to story in this 
interactive workshop and have a go at writing your 
own news story.

thetimes.co.uk

10–11am      LS04

Sarah Crossan And 
Brian Conaghan  
The Inkpot
KS3  YRS 7–9  
£5.50 per pupil

Carnegie winning novelist Sarah Crossan (Moonrise) 
and Costa Children's Book Award winner Brian 
Conaghan (The Weight of a Thousand Feathers) fi rst 
met at an awards dinner and began to write We Come 
Apart together, a novel told in verse. Sarah and Brian 
explore verse novels, the collaborative writing process 
and their individual writing with author Phil Earle 
(Mind The Gap).

@BrianConaghan @sarahcrossan

  Buy the book: £7.99

MONDAY 8 OCTOBER
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10–11am      LS06

Frankenstein: The 
Monster Of All 
Monster Books? 
The Inkpot
KS3  YRS 7–10  
£2.00 per pupil

Which book deserves to be called the Monster of All 
Monsters? Five secondary schools - Archway, Chipping 
Camden, Dene Magna, Severn Vale and The Crypt 
- discuss fi ve shortlisted novels with award winning 
writer, Emma Carroll (Strange Star) to determine which 
is the most monstrous book of all. 

Supported by our programme partner 
Gloucestershire Library Services.

10–11am      LS07

Workshop 
How To Write 
Convincing 
Characters With 
Alex Wheatle  
The Nook
KS4  YRS 10–11  
£6.50 per pupil

Curious about crafting characters? How do you 
engage readers by appealing to their sense of 
empathy? Guardian Children’s Fiction Prize winning 
author Alex Wheatle (Crongton Knights) leads 
a masterclass in the fundamentals of creating 
compelling characters and gripping plot.

@brixton bard

  Buy the book: £7.99

12–1pm      LS08

Alex Wheatle  
The Inkpot
KS3 / KS4  YRS 8–11  
£5.50 per pupil

Join the Guardian Children’s Fiction Prize winning 
author of Crongton Knights, Alex Wheatle, as he 
returns to the fi ctional inner-city council estate 
Crongton, with his new novella The Kerb Stain Boys: 
The Crongton Broadway Robbery. Don’t miss this fast-
paced, funny and insightful event with the Brixton Bard.

@brixton bard

  Buy the book: £7.99

WEDNESDAY 10 OCTOBER
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11.45am–12.45pm      LP23

Mitch Johnson  
The Sunday Times Garden Theatre 
KS3  YR 7   
£5.50 per pupil

Budi sweats over each football boot he makes, 
every stitch he sews, every box he packs – all the 
while dreaming of playing for Real Madrid. Author 
Mitch Johnson (Kick) presents an interactive event 
exploring the experiences of children in Indonesia 
and introduces you to the inspirational power of 
storytelling and sport.

mitchjohnsonauthor.com

  Buy the book: £6.99

11.45am–12.45pm      LS09

Workshop 
Creative Writing With 
Paula Rawsthorne 
The Nook 
KS3 / KS4  YRS 9–11   
£6.50 per pupil

Paula Rawsthorne is the award-winning YA author 
of Shell – a gripping and thought-provoking body 
transplant thriller. Join her workshop to explore the 
inspiration behind her novel, including Mary Shelley’s 
Frankenstein, and question what makes you who you 
are. Use your creative writing skills to dissect how it 
might feel to wake up in someone else’s body.

@PaulaRawsthorne  
paularawsthorne.wordpress.com

  Buy the book: £7.99

WEDNESDAY 10 OCTOBER
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10–11am      LP33

Kate Wakeling 
The Inkpot
KS3  YR 7  
£5.50 per pupil

Poet Kate Wakeling performs from her 2017 CLPE 
Poetry Award-winning collection Moon Juice. This 
playful interactive poetry show explores the secret 
music that fi zzes in poetry, with the chance to 
concoct a brand new blend of sonic moon juice, off er 
an ode to the dodo and chase a super-sonic comet 
through the sky.

katewakeling.co.uk

  Buy the book: £8.50

11.45am–12.45pm      LP35

Elizabeth Laird 
The Sunday Times Garden Theatre
KS3  YR 7  
£5.50 per pupil

How are young Syrians coping with war and the 
shattering disruption of their lives? In Welcome to 
Nowhere, Elizabeth Laird, award-winning author, 
traveller and story-collector, introduces 12 year old 
Omar and his siblings whose powerful story will help 
young readers empathise with those forced to fl ee 
their homes and seek refuge in other countries. 

elizabethlaird.co.uk

  Buy the book: £6.99

10–11am      LS10

Workshop 
How To Write For 
Digital Media 
The Nook
KS5  YRS 12–13  
£6.50 per pupil

Join a writer from The Pool, a leading news, lifestyle 
and culture platform, for an inspiring and honest 
insight into the world of digital media. Discover how 
to carve out a career in this fast-paced profession, fi nd 
out what it takes to be successful and try your hand at 
a 30 second bulletin.

the-pool.com

FRIDAY 12 OCTOBER
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1.30–2.30pm      LS12

How To Write Well 
The Nook 
KS5  YRS 12–13   
£5.50 per pupil

What’s the secret behind a stylish essay, story or email? 
How do you make your sentences sparkle? Drawing 
on his experience as a pop critic, sportswriter and 
award-winning editor, Tim de Lisle (How to Write Well) 
presents six ways to sharpen your prose and bring your 
writing to life.

@TiimdeLisle

  Buy the book: £6.99

11.45am–12.45pm      LS11

Workshop  
Writing The Wild  
With Lucy Christopher 
The Nook 
KS5  YRS 12–13   
£6.50 per pupil

Lucy Christopher's writing starts in wild places. The 
Australian desert, a South Wales nature reserve, the 
Forest of Dean, and a South Pacific island have been 
the inspiration behind her four novels for young 
adults. Find out how and why she uses setting as her 
inspiration and try it out for yourselves.

  Buy the book: £7.99

FRIDAY 12 OCTOBER
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Wednesday 10 October
4.30–6pm LP38

Developing 
Creative Writing
The Nook  
£20 per person 

Includes light refreshments. 

Simon Wrigley, outreach director of the National Writing 
Project (UK), provides a practical introduction for teachers in 
writing and refl ecting together. 20 UK teachers' groups have 
reconnected with their own creativity, using it to transform 
their classrooms. Come and discover why inhabiting the 
writing process is personally and professionally empowering.

nwp.org.uk

  Buy the book: £27.99

Family Programme
Our Family programme, 
brimming with bookish 
delights will be featured in 
the full Literature Festival 
brochure revealed in August 
in print and online. Be sure 
to come along with your 
family and friends.

Look out for free drop-
in activities on site and 
...around town.

CPD 



How do I book tickets?
It’s simple! Once you’ve decided which activities you want to book, complete the booking form at 
cheltenhamfestivals.com/literatureforschools

Booking opens 8am on Tuesday 12 June 2018. Please be aware there will be a £5 administrative booking fee 
applied to each booking.

Is there a bookable lunch space?
We understand the challenge of fi nding a sheltered spot if the weather is bad and we are are able to off er a 
30 minute lunch slot in The Den on site. The space has a maximum limit so please make sure you request a 
reservation on your booking form if you know you are having lunch on site, and we will aim to accommodate 
as many groups as we can.

What happens next?
1. Once received, we will review your booking form. If any of your choices are not available, we will be 

in touch to discuss alternative options. You will receive a formal booking confi rmation via email once 
everything is booked.

2. Friday 7 September is the deadline for notifying us of changes to your numbers as a result of fl uctuations 
in class size. We will do our best to accommodate such changes, but please understand that we may be 
unable to do so.

3. After this date an invoice will be sent to your school fi nance offi  ce. You will also receive the following 
documents, please bring them with you:

∞ A ticket document

∞ A site map and venue list

∞ An information document with important details about your visit

It is helpful for every accompanying adult in your party to have a copy of these documents on the day.

Getting to the Festival
For full details about arriving, parking, getting to venues and more, please refer to the FAQs at 
cheltenhamfestivals.com/planning-your-visit where you will also fi nd our cancellation policy and advice for 

Literature for Schools contacts
If you would like to contact a member 
of the Education Team, email us at:
education@cheltenhamfestivals.com

Or give us a call:

Sarah Forbes 01242 537 270

Philippa Claridge 01242 537 267

Rose Wood 01242 537 268 

FAQS

Charity No. 251765 Illustration by Sarah Gullen


