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Good evening Villa fans, ladies & gentlemen and other kinds of people, 
 
I have dedicated myself to the interpretation of the Bach solo sonatas for violin ever since I 
was a teenager. This music has a meditational focus and is also good for keeping my hands 
in shape for playing the violin. I have always hated yoga ever since my Menuhin school 
days. For a while, table tennis was the only “sport” we were allowed to play at the school – 
so when Yehudi brought a guru of appalling girth to demonstrate on our table tennis table 
and his lack of Lightness of Being forced our table into a useless concave shape that was it 
for me and yoga as far as I was concerned. Luckily Bach seems to do a lot more for me than 
the imaginary benefits people seem to think they get from their Western abuse of yoga. I will 
play the Fugue from the more intense G-Minor sonata No. 1 tonight. The performance will 
come straight from my living room to you. 
 
The Magician of Lublin is my latest composition. It is inspired by the book of the same title by 
Isaac B Singer, who so skillfully evoked life in the shtetls of old Poland. He describes a 
community which is lost forever. The music tries to capture the vibrancy and colours of this 
world. There are moments of pure joy and deep reflection. The sounds travel from classical 
origins to Jewish melodies and jazz. Written for string instruments only each musician takes 
on an important part to describe characters of the book.  
 
Until recently I always hated Gershwin and buying Ella & Satchmo Sing Gershwin didn’t 
redress my problem, what with their sycophantic pandering to a white middle class American 
audience. Then I realised the obvious, what was even more horrible was the bellowing and 
shrieking from those classical or semi-classical voices “singing” the songs from the stage 
versions. However, I had inadvertently heard these songs many times and loved them 
during my school days apprenticeship with Stephane Grappelli. The songs of the Gershwins 
have so much pathos, charm, flavour and craft that it will be a joy to play them for you 
tonight.  
 
Lastly, it is so great to be back here where I have so many friends and happy memories. I 
look forward to a drink or three with a few of you after the show. 
 
All the best, 
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J.S. Bach Sonata No. 1 in G-minor, BWV 1001 
 
 Fuga (Allegro) 

  
 
  
 

 
N. Kennedy The Magician of Lublin 
 Yasha & Zeftel 
 Elzbiata & Magda 
 Aemilia 
 The Cell 
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George and Ira Gershwin  A selection from the new album  
 

Kennedy meets Gershwin  
 

  
 


