
Cider With Rosie is a memoir brimming with colourful, sensuous impressions of life in an 
English village after the First World War. It has sold over six million copies worldwide, and 
is widely hailed as a modern classic. It is an account of Lee’s childhood in the village of Slad, 
Gloucestershire. It chronicles the traditional village life which disappeared with the advent 
of new developments, such as the coming of the motor car, and relates the experiences of 
childhood looking back many years later.

About the book



Laurie Lee was born in Stroud, Gloucestershire, in 1914, and was educated at Slad village 
school and Stroud Central School. At the age of nineteen he walked to London and then 
travelled on foot through Spain, as described in his book As I Walked Out One Midsummer 
Morning. In 1950 he married Catherine Polge and they had one daughter. Cider With Rosie 
(1959) has sold over six million copies worldwide, and was followed by two other volumes 
of autobiography: As I Walked Out One Midsummer Morning (1969) and A Moment of War 
(1991). Laurie Lee also published four collections of poems, The Sun My Monument (1944), 
The Bloom of Candles (1947), My Many-Coated Man (1955) and Packet Poems (1960) as well 
as The Voyage of Magellan (1948), a verse play for radio, A Rose for Winter (1955), which 
records his travels in Andalusia, The Firstborn (1964), I Can’t Stay Long (1975), a collection 
of his writing, and Two Women (1983). Laurie Lee died in May 1997. In its obituary the 
Guardian wrote, ‘He had a nightingale inside him, a capacity for sensuous, lyrical precisions’.

About the author

Cider With Rosie is often billed as a classic coming of age text. Do you think the feelings the 
narrator experiences still hold true today, or do you think the way of life described in the 
book is so different that the book remains of its time rather than timeless?

Can you think of any books which deal with coming of age today that you believe will go on 
to be classics in the future? If not, why not? If so, which books, and why?
(Or)
Do you think Cider With Rosie deserves to be viewed as a classic? What do you think makes a 
book a classic? 

The book isn’t strictly chronological, but rather split into themes. What do you think this adds 
to the text (if anything?)

Cider With Rosie is frequently praised for its intensely lyrical language. Were there any 
passages which particularly stood out for you? If so, which ones and why?

This book is the beginning of a trilogy. Do you want to read the others, having read this, or 
not? If not, why not?

Lee once remarked that too many writers were overly devoted to facts, ‘as though to possess 
the exact measurements of the Taj Mahal is somehow to possess its spirit’ Does this affect 
your reading of the book? Do you think all memoirs ought to be completely truthful?

Starting points for your discussion



Quotation-based questions

Her flowers and songs, her unshaken fidelities, her attempts at order, her relapses into squalor, 
her near madness, her crying for light, her almost daily weeping for her dead child-daughter, her 
frisks and gaieties, her fits of screams, her love of man, her hysterical rages, her justice towards 
each of us children - all these rode my Mother and sat on her shoulders like a roosting of ravens 
and doves.
Discuss the character of Lee’s mother within the text using this passage as a starting point. 
Some critics argue that Lee has written a hagiography of her. Do you agree? If he has, do you 
mind this? If not, why not?

And I was sure it was the end of the world. All my life was the war, and the war was the world. 
Now the war was over. So the end of the world was come. It made no other sense to me.
This passage comes from the beginning of the book. Do you think the war casts a shadow 
over the narrative?

The last days of my childhood were also the last days of the village. I belonged to that generation 
which saw, by chance, the end of a thousand years’ life. The change came late to our Cotswold 
valley, didn’t really show itself till the late 1920s; I was twelve by then, but during that handful of 
years I witnessed the whole thing happen.
Do you think the monumental change described above is the central theme of the book? If so, 
why? If not, why not? 

The fresh boiled egg tasted of sun-warmed manna, the cocoa frothed and steamed, and the bread 
and butter – cut invalid fashion – was so thin you could see the plate through it.
Food plays a crucial role in village life. Can you think of your childhood dishes? Why do you 
remember them?

Myself, my family, my generation, were born in a world [where] ... the horse was the fastest thing 
moving. Man and horse were all the power we had – abetted by levers and pulleys. But the horse 
was king, and almost everything grew around him: fodder, smithies, stables, paddocks, distances, 
and the rhythm of our days. His eight miles an hour was the limit of our movements, as it had 
been since the days of the Romans. That eight miles an hour was life and death, the size of our 
world, our prison.
Do you think there is any limit on travel in our modern world? How do you think this has 
affected our mindset? Why does he end with such a vivid image of a prison?



Creative writing

Cider With Rosie is marked by childhood events which resonate in the author’s adulthood. 
Think of such an event in your childhood and try to write a description of it in 500 words, 
thinking about Lee’s descriptive technique. Then discuss the following:

Why did you choose  this particular point in your life?

Was it difficult to write about this? 

Has this exercise made you view the text differently? 

Suggested Further Reading

As I Walked Out One Midsummer Morning – Laurie Lee

A moment of war – Laurie Lee

A lark rise to candleford – Flora Thompson

My Family and Other Animals – Gerald Durrell

Under Milk Wood – Dylan Thomas


