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INTERNATIONAL FINAL

Join Marty Jopson in the FameLab International Final interval as he demonstrates just why 
science is best explained with props. Following a PhD in Plant Cell Biology at the John 
Innes Institute in Norwich, Marty has become a regular presenter on the BBC’s One Show. A 
professional science communicator, he works in three main fields: presenting TV programmes, 
performing stage shows and building bespoke props for TV shows and museums. 

International Final Interval Act
Marty Jopson

1. Lorenzo Pizzuti 
(Italy)

2. Nozipho Gumbi 
(South Africa) 

3. Ossama Khalaf 
(Switzerland)

4. Vlad Adrian 
Pădurean 
(Romania)

5. Karolina Nowak 
(Poland)

6. Kyle Evans (UK)
7. Alba Aguión 

(Spain)

8. Ji Yun Kim 
(South Korea)

9. Bert Vercnocke 
(Netherlands)

1. Thach Pham 
(Vietnam)

2. Constantinos 
Timinis (Cyprus)

3. Jackson Itikawa 
(Brazil)

4. Eliška Selinger 
(Czech 
Republic)

5. Khaow 
Tonsomboon 
(Thailand)

6. Erinn Fagan-
Jeffries 
(Australia)

7. Mirlan Karimov 
(Azerbaijan) 

8. Dana Akilbekova 
(Kazakhstan)

9. Aida Rafat 
(Qatar)

1. Niamh Kavanagh 
(Ireland)

2. Hanzey Yasar 
(Germany)

3. Ana Armada-
Moreira (Portugal)

4. Dina El-Zohiry 
(Egypt)

5. Leandros Lamnis 
(Greece)

6. Petar Eftimov 
(Bulgaria)

7. Ilissa Ocko (USA)
8. Abhi 

Veerakumarasivam 
(Malaysia)

9. Choi Yi (Chloe) 
Fung (Hong Kong)

CONTESTANTS:

Semi-final 1

Semi-final 2

Semi-final 3

COMPERE: 

Quentin Cooper 
Writer, broadcaster and presenter.

WELCOME:

Louise Emerson  
Cheltenham Festivals CEO

Tweet live from the final using  
@FameLabUK and #famelab
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Lorenzo Pizzuti
University of Trieste and INAF Osservatorio 
Astronomico di Trieste (National Astrophysics 
Institute)

Lorenzo has always been fascinated by the 
mysteries of the universe – by the secrets of its 
history and future. As a result he now works in 
cosmology, searching for signatures of strange 
behaviours in gravity. 

He has also pursued a career in music as a pianist 
– and has found FameLab to be the perfect way 
to combine his artistic nature with his passion for 
Science.

Karolina Nowak
Clinic of Endocrinology in Centre of 
Postgraduate Medical Education in Warsaw, 
Poland

Physician and PhD student Karolina combines 
academic work with clinical work and motherhood 
– often quite a challenge. She is part of a 
multidisciplinary team that works on developing 
a stethoscope which will revolutionize the 
auscultation examination; but also studies the 
mechanisms of vocalisation of marine mammals.

She would like to learn from them how to talk 
underwater – and as a diver, Karolina would find 
that very useful!

Nozipho Gumbi
University of South Africa

Nozipho Gumbi is an upcoming researcher in 
the field of nanoscience and nanotechnology, 
investigating the application of nanotechnologies 
in water purification processes. She enjoys trying 
out new restaurants, going to theme parks and 
watching sports. 

She is very passionate about contributing to 
the social and environmental development of 
South Africa and the world at large through her 
research contributions and through engaging and 
motivating other young and upcoming science 
students.

@noziphogumbi

Kyle Evans
Kyle is a folk singing mathematician by trade and in 
his spare time likes to do more maths and more folk 
singing. An A Level mathematics teacher at Barton 
Peveril College, Kyle is always looking for new and 
inspiring ways to communicate his love of maths to 
his sometimes slightly apprehensive audience.

Having toured the UK in a folk band for the last ten 
years Kyle recently had his unexpected big break 
on BBC Radio 4 as a solo artist, re. performing his 
Oxford Regional Final winning piece on logarithmic 
love for the nation.

@kevans84

Ossama Khalaf
EPFL (École polytechnique fédérale de Lausanne)

Ossama worked as a research assistant at the 
pharamaceutical industries division at the National 
Research Centre (the biggest research institute in Egypt). 
After hearing the dumbfounding story of brain-injury 
survivor Phineas Gage, he decided to continue in research, 
but specifically in studying the brain. Since 2012, he 
has worked at Switzerland’s Brain Mind Institute, in the 
lab of neuroepegenetics. He studies remote traumatic 
memories, where they are stored and how we can 
overcome them – and spends most of his time chasing 
elusive memory traces.  @Ossama_Saladin

Vlad Adrian Pădurean
University of Medicine and Pharmacy “Iuliu Hatieganu” 
Cluj-Napoca

Vlad is the coordinator of the Students’ Circle of 
Neurosurgery and Neurology from Cluj-Napoca.  
Describing a sense of humour and laughter as his favourite 
elements of a good scientific talk, Vlad truly enjoys 
delivering serious and in depth lectures that include 
sprinklings of good humour. 

Vlad considers the human brain to be the greatest creation 
of all and the biggest mystery still left to be fully explored. 

Italy

Poland

South Africa

UK

Switzerland

Romania
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Alba Aguión
Education Through Expeditions (ETE)

During her academic career, Alba investigated 
her two main passions: the Polar Regions, and 
Insects. Now as an Education & Outreach Officer, 
she shares her experience as a polar scientist – and 
reveals the fascinating world of tiny creatures in her 
FameLab presentation. 

Alba won FameLab Spain talking about ants and 
swarm intelligence – how they navigate over long 
distances, find food and care for their young with 
such a tiny brain.

@AlbaAguion

Constantinos 
Timinis
Currently attending Molecular and Applied 
Physiology in Medical School of National and 
Kapodistrian University of Athens, Constantinos’ 
research is related to Vibrational Spectroscopy 
(Raman Spectroscopy), as well as Food Control. 

As a semi-professional track and field athlete, he 
spends more than 30 hours a week in the field. A 
passionate person, he believes that any scientific 
subject has another application in a different 
field of our world. His talk is on the subject of 
nanorobots: the tiniest superheroes ever, here to 
revolutionise medicine.

Ji Yun (Stacy) Kim
Korea Advanced Institute of Science and 
Technology (KAIST)

Stacy loves music, and has involved herself in 
singing in every moment of daily life. She is 
fascinated by how music can elicit the same 
emotions in people from completely different 
backgrounds; and how meaningful memories from 
her many journeys are modified and retained in 
the brain. 

Stacy fell in love with neuroscience on realising 
that our brain is ‘wonderfully automatic’ – and that 
almost everything we do can be tied back to the 
story of the brain. 

@onlymoment

Jackson Itikawa
Instituto de Ciências Matemáticas e de 
Computação da Universidade de São Paulo – 
ICMC/ USP 

Jackson spent his childhood in the Brazilian 
Amazon region – not the best conditions to pursue 
a career in science and mathematics, with no 
laboratories, and one small limited town library. 
Since then, Jackson has lived in São Paulo, the 
United States and Spain, in each place meeting 
people whose passion for maths and science 
encouraged him to keep learning. 

Jackson is glad to know that no matter where 
you go or where you live, there are always people 
passionate about science.

Bert Vercnocke  
University of Amsterdam   

Father of two, husband of one, Bert Vercnocke is 
passionate about science, teaching, percussion and 
building bridges across disciplines. This passion surfaces 
in the overly enthusiastic way in which his young children 
get more than what they bargained for when they ask 
science-related questions. Bert also helps to organize the 
science-meets-society platform “Otlet Salons” in his native 
Belgium.

Bert’s research focuses on black holes and cosmology in 
the context of string theory.

Thach Pham
University of Science - VNU, Hanoi

Some years ago, Thach was seduced by the unlimited 
exciting things about cells: that each cell has its own story, 
which could be romantic, scary or funny. 

At university, he mainly worked with blood stem cells and 
nanoparticles, realising that blood stem cells have great 
characteristics (duplicate, differentiate to other mature 
blood cells) and have the potential to solve the difficulties 
facing us today: such as cancer, HIV and issues from gene 
modification.

Spain

Cyprus

South Korea

Brazil

The Netherlands

Vietnam
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Eliška Selinger
Charles University in Prague - 3rd Faculty of 
Medicine and BIOCEV (Biotechnology and 
Biomedicine Center of the Academy of Sciences 
and Charles University in Vestec)

A lover of spicy cuisine, dark chocolate, dry wine 
and strong coffee; a dedicated student of the 
mysteries of human body; a passionate genetics 
teacher; and a young researcher in love with the 
poetry of epigenetics, caught by the web of cancer 
immunology - who loves to share her enthusiasm 
for everything with anyone who listens.

Dana Akilbekova
National Laboratory Astana, Nazarbayev 
University

Dana was a shy kid in school, and this was part of 
the choice of ‘scientist’ as a profession: a chance to 
hide away in a lab. Realising a change was needed, 
Dana joined the toastmasters club – finally making 
it possible to speak publicly, and see the spark of 
interest of the audience’s eyes. 

Dana now wants to bring scientists from 
their shells, and give them opportunities to 
communicate their research – and to engage more 
young people with science.

@freezeddana

Khaow 
Tonsomboon
BIOTEC (National Center for Genetic Engineering 
and Biotechnology)   

Khaow always wanted to be a singer or a film 
director; but the success of his grandmother’s total 
knee replacement 15 years ago inspired him to 
become a Biomedical Engineer to save the lives of 
other grandmothers.

After ten years of study in the UK, Khaow wants 
to return to Thailand to put a spotlight on Thai 
science, and change the public perception that 
science is difficult and distant – and make it fun and 
relatable to everyone.

@KhaowTonsomboon

Aida Rafat
ConocoPhillips, Global Water Sustainability 
Centre

Aida is a chemical/environmental engineer. 
Although her current research area focuses on 
water and wastewater treatment, she is very 
passionate about learning anything related to 
science: including space, evolution, quantum 
physics and neuroscience. 

Aida’s favourite YouTube channel is Crash Course 
- and says that it can change your life. Aida feels 
blessed to live in an age where more than 90% 
of human knowledge is now available at your 
fingertips.

Erinn Fagan-Jeffries  
The University of Adelaide

After running away to the circus (The Shell Questacon 
Science Circus, which takes science to schools and 
communities throughout Australia) in 2014, Erinn returned 
to the lab for a PhD in entomology. 

Erinn gets excited about invertebrates, evolution and 
biodiversity. She is currently running a citizen science 
project, The Caterpillar Conundrum, and likes getting 
kids outside investigating the insects in their backyard. By 
fostering their curiosity she hopes we will help to create a 
society of innovators and creatives.  @ErinnFJ

Mirlan Karimov
Baku Higher Oil School

Mirlan is crazy about physics, especially quantum physics 
– and in the last three years has learned much about what 
doesn’t know. Now, Mirlan wants to spend the rest of his 
life looking for the reasons behind the universe, and why 
we are here.

Mirlan likes public engagement for the chance to meet 
audiences and show his ways of thinking; but he also likes 
drawing, playing drums, photography and mixed martial 
arts.

@MiriMirlan
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Niamh Kavanagh
Tyndall National Institute, University College 
Cork

Niamh emerged bleary-eyed, tired and proud from 
UCC with a degree in Physics. She promptly walked 
down the road to Cork’s Tyndall National Institute 
to do a PhD with the Irish Photonic Integration 
Centre. This came as a surprise to no-one since she 
always talked about how much she loved lasers and 
fibre-optics. In fact, she talked about it enough that 
she managed to get funding from the Irish Research 
Council to do her PhD and keep talking about 
it. She loves to tell people about simple physics 
principles. She’s also a black-belt and a stilt-walker. 
Any efforts to combine all three passions are purely 
classified.  @NiamhTalking90

Leandros Lamnis
Aristotelio University of Thessaloniki

Leandros is a medic in training. Having taken part in 
the Model United Nations and the European Youth 
Parliament, FameLab was an exciting next step. 

Leandros’s past experience has not been a purely 
academic road, describing himself as a ‘nerd 
antihero’. Leandros’s early years were torn between 
competitive chess, internet poker, fine arts and 
illegal graffiti. Leandros hopes to eventually find 
a field that enables him to combine his love for 
medicine with his love for public engagement.  

Hanzey Yasar
Hanzey has a huge imagination, having dreamt 
of finding extraterrestrial beings since she was 
five years old. She has a habit of turning all 
discussions to philosophical or political ones, and 
is determined to show that science is really cool.

Hanzey is a previous student of Nanostructure-
Sciences, with a PhD from the Helmholtz-Institute 
for Pharmaceutical Research Saarland (HIPS) in 
the field of drug delivery for vaccination. Hanzey 
is currently working on a strategy to allow painless 
vaccination by using small invisible particles 
(nanocarrier-systems) – removing the need for a 
syringe and needle.

Petar Eftimov
Sofia University “St.Kliment Ohridski”

Petar is a veterinary surgeon, who also works as an 
assistant professor of Embryology and Histology, 
whilst simultaneously finishing a PhD in Molecular 
biology. Petar’s primary field of research is 
regenerative medicine and stem cell therapies.

Petar’s presentation is tightly related to his work 
and seeks to explain that molecular biology and 
developmental biology are not only a compendium 
of 3 to 5 letter abbreviations, but a rather amusing 
and exciting field of exploration. 

Ana Armada-Moreira  
Faculdade de Medicina da Universidade de Lisboa

A degree in Biochemistry led Ana to undertake a PhD in 
neuroscience. Ana believes science is an essential part of 
culture, and that everyone should have access to it - the 
same way people have access to music, theatre, and art.

Ana is a musician, playing guitar in the band Anarchicks, 
as well as a composer and performer in the project Tender 
Bender. Recently, Ana started working on a project called 
“Vai Com as Outras” – a festival of empowerment and 
self-expression aimed at teenage girls which will debut in 
2017.    @ohaimsays

Dina El-Zohiry
Cairo University

Dina is a 4th year student of Biotechnology at Cairo 
University. Splitting her time between working as a 
teaching assistant and pursuing her studies, Dina is 
passionate about bionics and 3D bio printing.  

Dina also works as a Science director at Computeck  
International, is a trainer at The Arabic Society of Stem  
Cells and Molecular Biology as well as a project manager 
of Sustainable Future Leaders at youthinkgreen-Egypt: a 
gateway to spread sustainability in the Egyptian mindset.
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Ilissa Ocko
Environmental Defense Fund (EDF)

Ilissa is a Climate Scientist at the Environmental 
Defense Fund in New York City. She researches the 
role that short-lived climate pollutants (such as 
methane and black carbon) play in climate change.   
Ilissa’s true passion is designing infographics 
that organise and simplify complex aspects of 
climate change which have been widely published. 
Ilissa earned a PhD in Atmospheric and Oceanic 
Sciences from Princeton University, and a B.S.E. 
in Earth System Science and Engineering from the 
University of Michigan. She holds a certificate in 
Science, Technology, and Environmental Policy 
from Princeton’s Woodrow Wilson School.

@ilissaocko

Abhi 
Veerakumarasivam
Universiti Putra Malaysia

Abhi’s research primarily focuses on dissecting 
the molecular networks that can suffer from 
bladder cancer recurrence. As chair of the Young 
Scientists Network-Academy of Sciences Malaysia, 
Abhi represents the top young researchers who 
are committed to contributing back to society 
through various nationwide science engagement 
initiatives. Abhi believes that the barriers that 
inhibit the effective translation of many scientific 
discoveries are due to the lack of robust science 
communication platforms; platforms that can 
mitigate widespread misinformation, distrust and 
disenchantment when used effectively.  @AbhiV2

Choi Yi (Chloe) Fung
The University of Hong Kong

Chloe is an arts student in a STEM world. Chloe believes 
her role is to bridge the gap between science and the 
humanities. Citing Eric Kandel’s inspirational words as 
her motivation; ‘Insights […] will not only improve our 
understanding of psychiatric and neurological disorders, 
but will also lead to a deeper understanding of ourselves’. 
Summed up in her own words Chloe believes that 
humanities help us see the intriguing beauty of science; 
while science provides fresh perspective to this earthly 
experience.

USA Malaysia

Hong Kong


